
12

 Chief Executive Officer of Ascor™

Wouter
Fourie, CFP® 

2015 FPI 
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Planner 

of the Year

How do you feel about winning 
the award?

This has been a life changing experience. I want 
to encourage each and every CFP® professional 
to enter this competition. I have new respect 
for our industry and have made so many good 
friends on my journey. 

The FPI Financial Planner of the Year Award 
is the ultimate accolade to reward the 
professionalism and ethics adhered to by a 
CFP® professional. I think the highlight of any 
CFP® professional’s career is to be awarded 
the title of being the FPI Financial Planner of the 

Year. It’s an awesome feeling and honour to 
win this award. Understanding the gravitas of 
this competition makes me even more proud to 
have won it.  

Why did you decide to enter 
the competition this year?

The answer is simple – I entered the competition 
because I wanted to win it!

I am a professional financial planner. My 
personal planning includes setting personal 
goals and putting plans in place to achieve 
these goals. Considerable planning went into 

entering and taking part in the competition. 
It started back in May 2003, when I attended 
my first FPI Annual Convention. It was a ‘wow’ 
experience and I remember attending the Gala 
Dinner where Gerrit Viljoen, CFP®, received 
the FPI Financial Planner of the Year Award, 
with Anton Swanepoel, CFP®, as runner-up. I 
met Gerrit and Anton the following day. What 
impressed me was that they were the epitome 
of what this industry should be and aspire 
to; being the best you can be, being humble 
and giving back to the industry. My journey to 
becoming the new FPI and CFP® mark brand 
ambassador therefore actually began in 2003. 
Talk about a long walk 2003 to 2015; that's 12 
years ago!
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What do you think the judges 
were looking for this year?

Excellence, passion for the industry and the 
X-factor! I don’t think that this is any different 
to the previous years’ competition and 
should remain relevant going forward. It also 
emphasises the brilliance and professionalism of 
our previous years’ winners.  

If you look at your professional 
career, which moments stand 
out for you?

One Saturday morning in 2001, I had just 
finished my post graduate diploma in financial 
planning and was busy doing some DIY things 
around my home, while dreaming and planning 
my future. I realised that this was my life mission. 
I wanted to be a part of a new generation of 
professional financial planner professionals. This 
was a ‘wow’ moment in my life, and the spark 
that ignited the dream to be the best at what I 
can be.  

The second stand out moment in my professional 
career was when I met my business partner 
Martin De Kock, CFP®. We shared a common 
dream of establishing a business that could 
provide a one-stop professional financial service. 
As a qualified professional accountant and 
chartered accountant, we already had successful 
accounting and auditing practices and the more 
we planned and dreamed about it, the clearer 
the picture became. 

Our biggest challenge at that stage was office 
space. Neither of our offices at the time was big 
enough to accommodate the joint practice. We 
decided to purchase our own offices and on 1 
April 2005 (this was not an April’s Fool Joke) the 
company “Associated Specialist Corporations” 
or ASCOR® was established and we moved 
into our new offices. Well at least I did – Martin 
decided to rather go on holiday to the USA 
leaving me to plan and execute the big trek – 
talk about trusting your new partner. I then also 
realised Martin had the potential to be a great 
financial planner – this was good foresight on 
my part!  2005 to 2015 – one decade! My, time 
flies when you’re having fun!

The third moment that stood out for me 
happened on the evening of 24 June 2015, 
when I was awarded the FPI Financial Planner of 
the Year title and became the new FPI and CFP® 
mark brand ambassador for 2015/2016.

Your acceptance speech was 
very moving. I saw many people 
taking out their tissues. Where 
does all that passion come 
from?

Without passion, life is nothing. I am passionate 
about professional financial planning, FPI, 
and about helping others who want to be 
professional financial planners (mentorship). I 
am also passionate about God, my wife, kids 
and my family. 

Passion is the energy that keeps me going; that 
fills life with meaning, happiness and excitement. 
Passion is a powerful force that allows me to 
accomplish anything I set my mind to, and in 
experiencing work and life to the fullest extent 
possible. Ultimately, passion is the driving force 
behind success and happiness that allows 
people to live better lives. Passion generates 
energy. There is no passion to be found in 
playing small – in settling for a life that is less 
than the one you are capable of living. And with 
passion you’ll always find his friend, emotion. 

I choose to be passionate and to dream BIG! 

If you could give one piece of 
advice to anyone wanting to 
enter the competition, what 
would it be?

There are three types of people in the world; 
those who make things happen, those who 
watch things happen and those who wonder 
what happened. To be successful, you need to 
be a person who makes things happen.    

Go for it – but be well prepared. Remember 
that you are competing against the best. 
This is a tough competition, and you will not 
succeed if you make a half-hearted attempt. 
You need to be super fit because your 
competition is super fit. 

Call in the help of other professionals. There 
are brilliant business coaches, books and 
programmes available and in the process 
you will lift your own service level and game. 
Be ready to take yourself and your business 
to the next level! Oh yes, and by the way, be 
ready to spend long hours on investing time 
in your personal development, your staff, and 
your business, in getting ready to be the best 
of the best.     

One serious or silly thing that 
people don’t know about you?

Silly, maybe, but let’s rather call it another 
passion.  I love music, and not playing an 
instrument but mixing and collecting music. I 
was a DJ at school and paid my varsity tuition 
fees by being a DJ. I still love mixing music 
and with new technology find this even more 
interesting and relaxing. I love entertaining 
friends with a collection of my hand-picked 
music. I have experimented with different 
sound waves and can admit that I use it to 
help me concentrate while I am studying or 
even preparing a presentation for clients or 
seminars. Silly maybe but it works for me, and 
I love it.

On a more serious note; like many of you 
involved in this industry, I am concerned 
about the challenges facing our members, 
colleagues and our clients. I will use my 
position as chairperson of the FPI North 
Region, non-executive director of FPI and now 
the FPI Financial Planner of the Year 2015/16 
to motivate and inspire fellow members to 
rise to the challenges and to learn from each 
other – to make a difference in this beautiful 
country and to leave a legacy of hope and 
prosperity for our children and future CFP® 
professionals. 

I’d like to leave you with a quote from 
Marianne Williamson (also used by the 
late Nelson Mandela in his inauguration 
speech) – “Our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are 
powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not 
our darkness that most frightens us. We ask 
ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, 
talented, and fabulous? Actually, who are 
you not to be? You are a child of God. Your 
playing small does not serve the world.”

About Wouter Fourie, CFP®

Wouter is the chief executive officer of Ascor™ Independent Wealth Managers. He is an 
advanced postgraduate qualified financial planner (Investments and estate planning), with 
more than 17 years’ experience in the field of comprehensive financial planning and wealth 
management. 

Wouter is also a qualified professional accountant with postgraduate qualifications in 
advanced taxation. He serves on various FPI committees, as a member or chairperson, 
has recently been elected as an FPI board member and is actively involved in a number of 
financial literacy education programmes.
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